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MP exlperience arts and culture in their communi*y.
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THREE WAYS TO GET INVOLVED:

Invite your MP to an event, rehearsal,
exhibition, or studio visit.

o R
‘1 rrange to meet them at thelr constituency

office or at a community event.

SHARE

Share your story with them, as well as
the impact of arts in your community.

o lir— o

help us celebrate arts in every riding.

Scan or visit

Want to learn more about arts action and build a stronger arts CANADIAN ARTS COALITION

and culture community? Become a member of the Coalition! artscoalition.ca @artscoalitionca
info@artscoalition.ca
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A Summer Aa/vocacy Camlmign.
from the Canadian Arts Coalition

Summer is one of the best times to connect with your Member of
Parliament, and help them see how federal support for arts and culture
strengthens communities in their own riding.

While Parliament is not sitting, MPs spend more time in their
communities attending events, meeting constituents, and learning
about the issues that matter locally. It is the perfect opportunity to
show them how arts and culture contribute to the economic, social,
and cultural life of their riding.

Whether you are an independent artist, a board member, a volunteer, a
cultural worker, or part of an arts organization, you have a role to play.
You do not need to be a professional advocate. You simply need to
share your story.

Arts and culture exist in every riding in Canada. Every community has
artists, audiences, festivals, performances, exhibitions, cultural
traditions, creative businesses, and spaces where people gather. When
elected officials experience that firsthand, they gain a better
understanding of why federal investment in arts and culture matters.

This summer, he/lv your MP see the arts in action



Invite your MP to:

« a performance, exhibition, festival, or concert

e an open studio or rehearsal

e 3 community arts event

« a facility tour

e a creative workshop or program
The goal is simple: create an opportunity for them to
experience the arts in their commmunity and see it's
effect on their constituents.

Many MPs hold constituency meetings, attend
community events, and participate in local gatherings
throughout the summer.

Reach out to request a meeting at their constituency
office or introduce yourself when you see them at a
local event.

Remember: MPs work for their communities. They
want to hear from local residents and organizations.

You don't need a complicated policy presentation.
Talk about:
e your connection to the community
« the people you serve
« the artists, audiences, participants, and volunteers
involved in your work
« the role arts and culture play in local quality of life
e the economic impact of your activities
« why federal investment helps make this work possible.

Stories are often more memorable than statistics.

Thank your MP for taking the time to connect with you. Invite
them back. Share information about upcoming activities.

Relationships built over time are the foundation of effective
advocacy.
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Complete our campaign reporting form so we can track
participation across the country and celebrate the collective impact

of arts advocates from coast to coast to coast. We will also be able
to follow up on Arts Day on the Hill this autumn!

Scan or visit

Together, we can help ensure that every MP understands that
arts and culture are not abstract policy issues. They are a vital
part of communities in every corner of Canada.




WHAT EHOULD I EAY? A GUIDE TO TALKING ABOUT THE ARTS

First, please know that you do not need a policy degree, a perfectly rehearsed
speech, statistics memorized, or to know every federal program available. All you
really need to meet with your MP is your own experience, a few examples, and a
willingness to have a conversation.

Remember that MPs spend most of their time talking to people who care deeply
about something, and now you are one of those people!

Most MPs think about things like jobs, healthy communities,
economic development, quality of life, youth, seniors,
downtown vitality, and they love local success stories.

Fortunately, the arts contribute to all of those things! Think
of some examples of programs you offer or patrons you have
talked to about any of these topics related to your
community.

IMPAGT, NOT FUNDING

Instead of leading with "we need more money," try "our organization serves 8,000
people annually," "our festival brings visitors to local businesses," or "our program
gives young people a place to belong."

TELL STORIES

Just like the rest of us, MPs remember stories far longer than statistics. Instead of
"our program is successful," say the same thing with a story. "Last year a newcomer
family attended our workshops, and their daughter is now volunteering with us
and performing publicly."

IT€ A CONVEREATION, NOT A TEET!

If they ask you something you don't know off the top of your head, say "That's a
great question. I'll follow up with that information." Now you have a reason for
another conversation!

Affer your meeﬁng, it is a/ways alulprecimtea' if you end a *hom/e-you email,
th‘;b Iper/')alps with a Ibhmto and/or one or two fo//ow—ulp resources. After all you
* arent rea//y /obbying, _(/ou're bui/a/ing a re/mtionshi/o.

v/



REY MESSAGES

Here are a few ideas of messages you migH want o

include in your mee*ing or conversations:

e Arts and culture are essential community infrastructure
that strengthen local economies, support wellbeing,
create jobs, and bring people together.

e Arts and culture create employment, attract visitors,
animate downtowns, and support local businesses.

e Arts organizations create opportunities for connection,
participation, learning, and belonging.

e Arts experiences help young people develop creativity,
confidence, and skills that benefit them throughout their
lives.

e Participation in arts and culture contributes to social
connection, mental wellbeing, and healthy communities.

e Federal investment in arts and culture helps
organizations of all sizes serve Canadians, create
opportunities for artists, and strengthen communities
across the country.
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